
THE EPISTLE	 I CORINTHIANS 9:16-23


I F I PREACH THE GOSPEL, THAT GIVES ME NO GROUND FOR BOASTING. FOR NECESSITY 
is laid upon me. Woe to me if I do not preach the gospel! 17 For if I do this of my 

own will, I have a reward; but if not of my own will, I am entrusted with a 
commission. 18 What then is my reward? Just this: that in my preaching I may make 
the gospel free of charge, not making full use of my right in the gospel. 19  For 
though I am free from all men, I have made myself a slave to all, that I might win 
the more. 20 To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews; to those under the 
law I became as one under the law—though not being myself under the law—that I 
might win those under the law. 21 To those outside the law I became as one outside 
the law—not being without law toward God but under the law of Christ—that I 
might win those outside the law. 22 To the weak I became weak, that I might win the 
weak. I have become all things to all men, that I might by all means save some. 23 I 
do it all for the sake of the gospel, that I may share in its blessings.


THE HOLY GOSPEL	 ST. MARK 1:29-39


[J ESUS] LEFT THE SYNAGOGUE [AT CAPERNAUM], AND ENTERED THE HOUSE OF SIMON 
and Andrew, with James and John. 30 Now Simon’s mother-in-law lay sick with 
a fever, and immediately they told him of her. 31 And he came and took her by 

the hand and lifted her up, and the fever left her; and she served them. 32 That 
evening, at sundown, they brought to him all who were sick or possessed with 
demons. 33 And the whole city was gathered together about the door.  34 And he 
healed many who were sick with various diseases, and cast out many demons; and 
he would not permit the demons to speak, because they knew him. 35 And in the 
morning, a great while before day, he rose and went out to a lonely place, and there 
he prayed.  36 And Simon and those who were with him pursued him,  37 and they 
found him and said to him, “Every one is searching for you.”  38 And he said to 
them, “Let us go on to the next towns, that I may preach there also; for that is why I 
came out.”  39 And he went throughout all Galilee, preaching in their synagogues 
and casting out demons.


FIFTH SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY	 YEAR B

Collect   O Lord, our heavenly Father, we beseech thee to keep thy Church and 
household continually in thy true religion, that they who do lean only upon the 
hope of thy heavenly grace may evermore be defended by thy mighty power; 
through Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee, in the 
unity of the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end. Amen.


THE LESSON	 II KINGS 4:8-37


O NE DAY ELISHA WENT ON TO SHUNEM, WHERE A WEALTHY WOMAN LIVED, WHO 
urged him to eat some food. So whenever he passed that way, he would turn 

in there to eat food. 9 And she said to her husband, “Behold now, I perceive that this 
is a holy man of God, who is continually passing our way. 10 Let us make a small 
roof chamber with walls, and put there for him a bed, a table, a chair, and a lamp, so 
that whenever he comes to us, he can go in there.” 11 One day he came there, and he 
turned into the chamber and rested there.  12 And he said to Gehazi his servant, 
“Call this Shunammite.” When he had called her, she stood before him. 13 And he 
said to him, “Say now to her, See, you have taken all this trouble for us; what is to 
be done for you? Would you have a word spoken on your behalf to the king or to 
the commander of the army?” She answered, “I dwell among my own people.” 
14 And he said, “What then is to be done for her?” Gehazi answered, “Well, she has 
no son, and her husband is old.” 15 He said, “Call her.” And when he had called her, 
she stood in the doorway.  16 And he said, “At this season, when the time comes 
round, you shall embrace a son.” And she said, “No, my lord, O man of God; do not 
lie to your maidservant.” 17 But the woman conceived, and she bore a son about that 
time the following spring, as Elisha had said to her. 18 When the child had grown, he 
went out one day to his father among the reapers. 19 And he said to his father, “Oh, 
my head, my head!” The father said to his servant, “Carry him to his mother.” 
20 And when he had lifted him, and brought him to his mother, the child sat on her 
lap till noon, and then he died. 21 And she went up and laid him on the bed of the 
man of God, and shut the door upon him, and went out. 22 Then she called to her 
husband, and said, “Send me one of the servants and one of the asses, that I may 
quickly go to the man of God, and come back again.” 23 And he said, “Why will you 
go to him today? It is neither new moon nor sabbath.” She said, “It will be well.” 
24 Then she saddled the ass, and she said to her servant, “Urge the beast on; do not 
slacken the pace for me unless I tell you.” 25 So she set out, and came to the man of 
God at Mount Carmel. When the man of God saw her coming, he said to Gehazi his 
servant, “Look, yonder is the Shunammite; 26 run at once to meet her, and say to her, 



Is it well with you? Is it well with your husband? Is it well with the child?” And she 
answered, “It is well.” 27 And when she came to the mountain to the man of God, 
she caught hold of his feet. And Gehazi came to thrust her away. But the man of 
God said, “Let her alone, for she is in bitter distress; and the Lord has hidden it 
from me, and has not told me.” 28 Then she said, “Did I ask my lord for a son? Did I 
not say, Do not deceive me?” 29 He said to Gehazi, “Gird up your loins, and take my 
staff in your hand, and go. If you meet any one, do not salute him; and if any one 
salutes you, do not reply; and lay my staff upon the face of the child.” 30 Then the 
mother of the child said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave 
you.” So he arose and followed her. 31 Gehazi went on ahead and laid the staff upon 
the face of the child, but there was no sound or sign of life. Therefore he returned to 
meet him, and told him, “The child has not awaked.” 32 When Elisha came into the 
house, he saw the child lying dead on his bed. 33 So he went in and shut the door 
upon the two of them, and prayed to the Lord. 34 Then he went up and lay upon the 
child, putting his mouth upon his mouth, his eyes upon his eyes, and his hands 
upon his hands; and as he stretched himself upon him, the flesh of the child became 
warm. 35 Then he got up again, and walked once to and fro in the house, and went 
up, and stretched himself upon him; the child sneezed seven times, and the child 
opened his eyes.  36 Then he summoned Gehazi and said, “Call this Shunammite.” 
So he called her. And when she came to him, he said, “Take up your son.”  37 She 
came and fell at his feet, bowing to the ground; then she took up her son and went 
out.


Psalm 142	 


              I   cried un-to  thee,   O LORD,  my por - tion   in   the


	 	 	 	    land  of   the   liv - ing.                                          


	 1	 I cried unto the LORD with my voice; *

	 	 	 yea, even unto the LORD did I make my supplication.

	 2	 I poured out my complaints before him, *

	 	 	 and showed him of my trouble.     (Refrain)

	 3	 When my spirit was in heaviness, thou knewest my path; *

	 	 	 in the way wherein I walked, have they privily laid a snare for me.

	 4	 I looked also upon my right hand, *

	 	 	 and saw there was no man that would know me.     (Refrain)

	 5	 I had no place to flee unto, *

	 	 	 and no man cared for my soul.

	 6	 I cried unto thee, O LORD, and said, *

	 	 	 Thou art my hope, and my portion in the land of the living.     (Refrain)

	 7	 Consider my complaint; *

	 	 	 for I am brought very low.

	 8	 O deliver me from my persecutors; *

	 	 	 for they are too strong for me.     (Refrain)

	 9	 Bring my soul out of prison,

	 	 	 that I may give thanks unto thy Name; *

	 	 which thing if thou wilt grant me,

	 	 	 then shall the righteous resort unto my company.     (Refrain)



